
Criteria 4 3 2 1 0 

Claim/Thesis 
Does the student make a claim 
that responds to the prompt? 

Claim is precise and thoughtful; it 
clearly addresses the prompt. 

Claim takes a clear position and 
addresses the prompt. 

The claim takes a position on the 
topic, but may not clearly address 
the prompt. 

Claim is present, but needs 
clarifying or is unclear. 

Claim is not observed. 

Evidence 
Does the student use and cite 
the documents in support of the 
claim? 

Relevant text evidence is accurately 
used. Evidence is insightful and 
thoroughly supports claim. Evidence 
is correctly cited. 

Relevant text evidence is used to 
support claim but lacks 
insightfulness. Evidence must be 
correctly cited. 

Some text evidence is used to 
support claim but lacks enough 
support to demonstrate 
understanding. Evidence cited with 
few errors. 

Text evidence is observed, but does 
not support the claim or is off topic. 
Evidence cited with multiple errors. 

Text evidence is not observed. 

Reasoning and Analysis 
Does the student show logical 
reasoning?  

Reasoning convincingly explains and 
elaborates on the evidence to 
support the claim. The student 
shows mastery of content. 

Reasoning explains and elaborates 
on the evidence to support claim. 
The student shows understanding of 
content. 

Reasoning is attempted by student, 
but lacks understanding of content 
to support the claim. 

Reasoning is attempted but does 
not relate to the content or support 
the claim. 

Lack of logical reasoning to support 
claim. 

Content Specific Language 
Does the student utilize content 
(domain) specific vocabulary 
appropriate for audience, 
purpose and context? 

Relevant content vocabulary is 
accurately interwoven to 
demonstrate mastery. 

Contains relevant and accurate 
content vocabulary. 

Some accurate content vocabulary 
is included. 

Use of content vocabulary is 
attempted, but may be inaccurate 
or may not support the argument. 

No content vocabulary is employed. 

Organization 
Does the student write 
coherently 

Intro provides intriguing and 
relevant context and includes a 
logically a logically placed claim. 
Precises topic sentences clearly 
introduce each of the body 
paragraphs 
Reasoning and evidence are 
organized to effectively support 
claim 
The conclusion clinches the 
argument with a succinct summary 
and adds broader significance as a 
result of the claim.  

Intro provides relevant context and 
includes a logically placed claim. 
Topic sentences clearly introduce 
each of the body paragraphs. 
Reasons and evidence are organized 
logically. 
The conclusion restates the thesis, 
effectively summarizes the claim 
and may add broader significance. 

Into provides some context and 
includes a claim. 
Topic sentences introduce each of 
the body paragraphs. 
Reasons and evidence are 
organized. 
Conclusion restates the claim and 
summarizes the argument. 

Intro lacks adequate context; claim 
is hard to identify or is misplaced. 
Topic sentences are attempted but 
unfocused. 
Reasons and evidence are 
attempted but are not yet clear. 
Conclusion may restate claim 
verbatim or includes irrelevant 
information.  

Lack of conclusion. 

Conventions 
 

The student demonstrates full 
command of grammar conventions. 
Content is consistent with edited 
writing. There may be some errors 
in grammar, but overall meaning is 
clear. 

The student demonstrates 
command of grammar conventions 
consistent with edited writing. 
There may be errors in grammar 
and usage that may occasionally 
impede understanding. 

The student demonstrates basic 
command of grammar conventions. 
There are few patterns of errors in 
grammar and usage that impede 
understanding, demonstrating 
partial control over language. 

The student demonstrates minimal 
command of grammar conventions. 
The student demonstrates minimal 
control over language. 

Ouch.  



 


